
When Meaning Breaks Down: Metacognitive Repair for EAL Readers

Reading comprehension can be a challenging task for many English as an additional 

language (EAL) learners, and comprehension breakdown can occur for a wide range 

of reasons. However, asking a learner to reread may not address the actual problem. 

EAL readers, therefore, need support to move from noticing that comprehension has 

broken down to explaining where and why it has broken down, and what they could 

try next.

Drawing on research into metacognition, multilingual learning, and reading 

comprehension, this presentation will explore practical approaches suitable for 

primary and secondary EAL learners. It will also demonstrate how teachers can 

gradually move responsibility from teacher modelling to supported discussion and, 

ultimately, independent student decision-making. Participants will leave with practical 

prompts and classroom routines they can use immediately. The goal is to empower 

EAL learners not only to name reading strategies, but also to recognise when 

comprehension has broken down and make informed decisions about how to restore 

it.
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