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Title: Write arap in one lesson! : Using hip-hop pedagogy

For over 50 years, hip-hop culture has been a worldwide phenomenon. Extending the
significance of hip-hop as an aesthetic form, hip-hop pedagogies have emerged as accepted
approaches in mainstream schools, particularly in settings with students from marginalised,
disadvantaged and a diverse range of cultural backgrounds. While there are numerous
international examples of hip-hop pedagogy in educational contexts, the effectiveness of hip -
hop pedagogy within the Australian education system has not been explored extensively.
Additionally, hip-hop's current influence on young people internationally and specifically in
Australian societyis difficult to ignore. Much of the current research on hip-hop pedagogy does
not highlight how this approach can enable and extend the personal development and
professional practice of educators. This workshop will explore the enactment of hip-hop
pedagogy by examining the practices of educators in their professional practice, specifically
those who teach English to speakers of other languages. Attention will be given to the
nurturance of collaborative approaches such as affinity groups and "hip-hop ciphers", which
involve individuals relating together in a collaborative space based on their shared interests,
aspirationsand approaches. The researchwhichinformsthisworkshop, isbased on data froma
group of educators, youth workers and artists, convened as an affinity group, which highlight
how hip-hop pedagogies can be applied in diverse educational contexts in Queensland. Should
teachers be considered 'artist-educators'? How can you create a "cipher" in your school
setting? Could hip-hop pedagogy assist you in connecting with students from different
backgrounds?

Biography:

CharlieThomson hasovertwo decades' worth of experience as an educator, academic, writer
and musician. A founding member of The Winnie Coopers, Charlie has combined his passions
for education and hip-hop through his workshop, The Shakespeare Sessions. Charlie has
presented at numerous literature festivals and educational conferences including the World
Shakespeare Congress (Brisbane) and Hip-Hop Education Centre Conference (NYU). Charlie's
award-winning storybook, In the Deep End, was published by the State Library of Queenslandin
2020. In 2025, Charlie's most recent article was published in the internationally recognised
journal, Research Studies in Music Education. Charlie's current PhD research with UniSQ,
focuses on how hip-hop pedagogy can be effectively implemented in various school settings
and highlighting the connections between hip-hop and teaching English.



