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Plenary Session  

How the Arts can turbo charge language learning. 

The arts are a powerful tool for language learning, for 

cognitive and mental health and for social bonding.  

. “Using the arts to assist language and literacy development is widely recognized for 

its unique and transformative approach to learning. Doing drama, singing, making 

music, dancing, telling stories or painting can all help you learn a language and help 

that language stick.” Dr. Rachael Jacobs 

We’ll start with a short but illuminating video - Can the Arts help you learn a 

language? then discuss how we can put this into practice given curriculum and 

PD constraints.  

 

Workshop (1 hour) 

 Using Song and Story 

In this interactive workshop we will share practical strategies that are carefully 
scaffolded, cultivate confidence and are FUN! 
 

1. Warm ups   

• physical and vocal / call and response 
 

2. Learn  3 songs – beginner / intermediate / advanced 

• related to curriculum  

• use group / pair activities teachers can take to their classrooms  

• practice language features - pausing / word and sentence stress / 
intonation / linking 

 
3. Perform - write and perform our own songs 

• This is where teachers get to shine! 
 

Teaching ideas, links to our youtube channel, articles on using song and 
further resources will be shared with teachers. 
 
Activities can be adjusted to your current class levels and your curriculum 
content for 2026.  
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BIO for Carmel Davies 

 

 
 
 

Carmel Davies (with Sharon Duff and Maggie 
Power) is co-founder of Urban Lyrebirds, one of 
Australia’s leading independent EAL publishers. They 
have created award winning, English language 
resources including the Sing with me! song 
books, Sing with me stories, Passages 1, 2 and 3 
and May Street stories. Other resources include 
Australian Law for New Arrivals and Pictures to 
Words 

Carmel has wide experience teaching adults and 
secondary EAL/D learners.  She was awarded a 
Churchill fellowship to investigate ESL through 
Performance and has directed highly acclaimed 
plays based on student stories.  

Carmel is currently delivering workshops on song 
and story to teachers around Australia, focussing on 
literacy development, speaking skills and confidence 
building.  

 

Past participant comments: 

 The session was energising and inspiring, and I can’t wait to try a song or two 

with my class!”     Barbara Reeckman, Melbourne Polytecnic 

 

“Great –made me see we can all create songs to teach English!” 

         Manjit Bhamral,  Meadow Heights Education Centre 


