
 

 

 

 

Practical Strategies for Collaboration: Enhancing Language Learning through 

Group Work 

Effective communication is the goal of language learning. Interaction theories 

indicate that second language acquisition can be improved through meaningful 

communication and negotiation of meaning in group settings. Group work has 

recognised benefits in the language classroom, enhancing communication 

skills, increasing motivation, developing confidence and providing real-life 

contexts for language use. However, it is not always easy to create a classroom 

environment which fosters communication, particularly in monolingual 

classrooms. This practical session will explore a variety of group work strategies 

designed to enhance communication in English language learning 

environments. Participants will discover how structured collaborative activities 

not only promote language acquisition but also foster essential interpersonal 

skills. Through interactive demonstrations and practical tips, attendees will 

leave equipped with actionable strategies to create collaborative classroom 

settings that encourage meaningful language practice and boost 

communicative competence. 

 

Presenter: Gae Nastasi 

Gae is currently QATESOL President and EAL/D Coordinator (Secondary) for 

Metropolitan South Region, Department of Education Queensland. Having 

trained as an EAL and French teacher, she has been teaching English as an 

Additional Language for 40 years, mainly in Brisbane secondary schools, from 

on-arrival to Senior English. She has also taught English overseas at all levels, 

from beginners to advanced, and with both adolescents and adults. She is 

interested in curriculum and pedagogy supporting language learning. 

 


