
 

Language Learning Strategies: Teaching students how to learn.   

Research has shown that there are several interconnected direct and indirect 
strategies that successful learners engage with when learning a 
language.  However, learners are not always conscious of the strategies they 
use and are not aware of additional strategies they could employ.  In addition, 
the time spent in classrooms is not sufficient to fully learn a language so we 
should provide guidance for learning beyond the classroom.  Often direct 
strategies (memory, cognitive and compensation strategies) are present in the 
classroom, however little attention is paid to the indirect strategies 
(metacognitive, social and affective strategies).  This presentation will highlight 
the benefits of explicitly teaching language learning strategies with your 
students, and processes of self-reflection that enhance learning.  Specific 
examples, from a range of ages and contexts will also be presented.   
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