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This presentation reports the outcomes of a Queensland Department of Education Horizon 
project that investigated the integration of English as an additional language or dialect 
(EALD) students’ home languages into mainstream curriculum and teaching. The project was 
a design-based intervention which brought together secondary teachers, a cultural broker, 
EALD students and their families with researchers to gain insights into how best to utilise 
home languages and cultures as pedagogical tools for improving student outcomes and 
engagement. 
 
As part of the Home Languages in Schools project, a series of design-based workshops were 
conducted which introduced participants to the principles of second language acquisition 
and translanguaging as well as the design of relevant pedagogical tasks. All participants 
committed to the activities planned during the workshops. These included parents engaging 
with their children in home language to discuss and monitor progress in understanding 
topics and completing tasks, and teachers implementing strategies to foreground student 
home languages in their teaching and curriculum content.  
 
In this presentation we outline the benefits of including students’ home languages in 
curriculum and pedagogy, and detail the pedagogical interventions generated in the design-
based workshops. We discuss the outputs from the project including teaching resources and 
a public website with tips for students, parents and teachers who are interested in including 
students’ home languages in their teaching and learning. During the presentation we 
introduce participants to the website which can be found @ Home - Home Languages in 
Schools: Students, Families and Teachers Learning Together (HLinS) (qut.edu.au). 
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