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Transnational identities and belonging: Exploring the home literacy practices 
of three bilingual immigrant families 
  

Ethnographic studies of literacy in homes have shown a wealth of cultural resources and 
funds of knowledge nurtured through family literacy practices (e.g., Moll et al, 1992; Pahl, 
2004). This presentation reports on findings from a small-scale study of the home literacy 
practices of three bilingual families who had recently arrived in Australia The aim was to 
explore the literacy traditions, resources, habits and routines that the families brought to 
Australia, how these might support second language literacy development and how they 
might promote integration into the broader Australian community. The distinction made by 
Levitt and Glick Schiller (2004) between ‘ways of being’- or the transnational practices 
migrants engage with - and ‘ways of belonging’ - or the identities that result from 
connections to different locales – provides a useful way of understanding their multilingual 
literacies (see also Zontini, 2015). Observations, interviews and the families’ own 
documentation of home literacy events provided intriguing insights into how critical and 
mundane incidents both inside and outside the home mediated family members’ changing 
identities. 
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