
EAL/D Students in the Mainstream 
Classroom 

Effective Strategies for Mainstream Teachers to Support the 
Secondary EAL/D Learner



Acknowledgement 
of Traditional Owners

In opening this professional development session, 
we'd like to acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which this gathering is being broadcast 
from, the Jagera and Turrbal peoples, and pay our 
respects to their Elders past, present and emerging 
for they hold the memories, traditions, customs and 
hopes of all Indigenous Australians.

We must remember that underneath the concrete 
and asphalt of the buildings in which we live, learn 
and work, the land and waterways were, are and 
always will be traditional Aboriginal and/ or Torres 
Strait Islander land and/ or place.

We also pay respects to the Elders of the regions 
where all participants herald from today and thank 
them for their continued custodianship of the land.



Welcome



ACARA

• “In Australian schools, 
learning is accessed through 
English, and achievement is 
demonstrated through English. 
Each area of the curriculum has 
language structures and 
vocabulary particular to its 
learning domain, and these are 
best taught in the context in 
which they are used. All 
teachers are responsible for 
teaching the language and 
literacy demands of their 
learning areas.”
• EAL/D Advice and Overview, 
2014

https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/EALD_Overview_and_Advice_revised_February_2014.pdf

https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/EALD_Overview_and_Advice_revised_February_2014.pdf


In our last presentatIon ….



We looked at …

• Who are our EAL/D 
learners?

• What is differentiation and 
how it can be applied

• BICS and CALP and how this 
helps us to understand 
EAL/D student language 
needs

• Knowing our students

• Importance of classroom 
environment

• Planning for language 
learning

• Vocabulary



In this 
presentation

READING 
STRATEGIES

WRITING 
STRATEGIES

FEEDBACK 
STRATEGIES



Underlying 
premises 
supporting 
language 
learning

What 
EAL/D 

students 
need

Differentiated 
and explicit 

teaching

Language 
focus in all 
curriculum 

areas

Opportunities 
for language 
development

Low 
threat/high 
challenge 
approach

Positive 
classroom 

atmosphere and 
encouragement



reading

Essential skill for assessment and 
further study

Consider purpose and  
expected outcomes of 
reading

• Information?
• Problem solving?
• Revision?
• Text type/language 

features?
• In place of teaching?

What is being read?

Why is it being read?
A second language learner needs 
to know about 98% of words in an 
oral or written text to understand 
it (Hu & Nation, 2000)



Strategies to support reading

Choice of text 
• Familiarity of concepts and 

vocabulary 
• Readability of text –

• Consider content of text ie
vocabulary, syntax, concepts

• Consider presentation of text ie
font size and type, line length and 
spacing, chunking of text, inclusion 
of visuals
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COMPARE 
readability 
of these 
texts

https://www.wiley.com/legacy/Australia/PageProofs/SQ/9_AC_3E/ch05EcosystemsFlowOfEnergyAndMatter.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/high-school-biology/hs-ecology/hs-introduction-to-ecology/a/ecological-levels-from-individuals-to-ecosystems


Strategies to support reading –
active reading

• Give students a for reading

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Read this While reading this, I want you 
to find  …
• Three reasons for the fall of 

the Roman Empire
• Differences between 

deciduous and evergreen 
trees

http://englishfor6thgradershans.blogspot.com/2014/12/ket-reading-and-writing.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Strategies to support reading

Useful strategies:
• Text tagging/footprinting (highlighters, sticky notes)
• Guided questioning
• Different types of reading – skimming, close reading
• Scaffolding
• Graphic Organisers
• Guided questions
• Chunking
• Group work



Footprinting or text tagging

• Using highlighter or sticky notes to annotate 
texts to identify 
points/examples/evidence/reactions

• Using sticky notes moves beyond highlighter –
can be colour-coded and notes made

• allows for engagement with text and focussed 
reading/comprehension

• Using sticky notes reduces anxiety as it is easily 
reversible

• allows for collaboration/group work



What makes it effective?
locate 

directly 
stated 

information

•verbatim information  e.g. 
descriptions of a character 
in a text; reasons for an 
opinion; facts and 
statistics

•paraphrased/reworded 
information e.g. synonyms 
for a characteristic 

infer

• details across text (identifying 
details that support an 
inference, e.g. why is the 
character scared? Why might 
a hypothesis be correct?)

• embedded information 
(referencing) – identifying 
pronouns and synonyms used 
by author to identify a 
character e.g.

Can be used at different 
levels for different 

purposes



Read the following text. The focus of this 
text is to understand the influence that 
food has on our bodies.

• Use green tags to identify  physical 
effects of sugar on our bodies

• Use red tags to identify mental effects 
of sugar

• Use blue tags to identify proof for these 
claims

Alternative activities:
• Unknown words
• Support for a premise
• Focussing on modality (suggests, could,…) eg for 

an annotated bibliography



English example - ‘To Kill a 
Mockingbird’ by Harper Lee 
(main themes innocence, 
racism and prejudice,  
loneliness, justice, courage)

Task – Analytical Essay 

• Write an analytical essay 
to discuss how courage is 
represented in the novel 
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’  
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Impact of health-related fitness components on essential body 
functions

Health-related 
component

Body function Impact/effect

Regular 
exercise

Healthy 
bone and 
muscle 
growth

• Supports 
weight

• Enables 
motor 
skills like 
carrying

https://www.wiley.com/legacy/Australia/PageProofs/Jacaranda_H&PE7&8_chapter10_web.pdf


Chunking and guided questions



Reading – problem solving

“Mathematical puzzles have fascinated people throughout the 
ages.
These were often expressed in verse or as riddles like this:

God granted him to be a boy for the sixth part of his life, and adding a 
twelfth part to this, He clothed his cheeks with down;
He lit him the light of wedlock after a seventh part, and five years after his 
marriage he granted him a son.
Alas! Late-born wretched child; after attaining the measure of half of his 
father’s full life, chill Fate took him.
After consoling his grief by this science of numbers for four years he ended 
his life.

How long did Diophantus live?

[Diophantus, a Greek mathematician]”
https://nzmaths.co.nz/resource/diophantus-ii

https://nzmaths.co.nz/resource/diophantus-ii


Maths Word probleMs …

• In Sydney, a charity called “Abseil for Youth” asks young people to abseil down the side of a 33 storey, 135 
metre tall building. If $10 is donated for each storey climbed down, how much would that be per metre?

• The date last Friday was 13th May. Friday 13th is called ‘Jinx Day’ by some people who think it’s a day that brings 
bad luck. There is only one Friday 13th in the whole of 2016. What fraction of the entire year is that day? 
(Remember 2016 is a leap year!)

• Some of the Australian Olympic Team were robbed after a fire in their apartments at the Olympic Village. If 27 
members of the team were robbed and they each had one of each type of Australian bank note in their 
wallets, how much did they lose in total?

• In Twenty20 Cricket last Sunday, James Pattinson scored 137 runs off 64 balls. Cameron White holds the 
record. He scored 143 runs off 63 balls. Find the difference in average runs per delivery.

• Spring and Summer are the two most popular seasons of the year. But these seasons have fewer days than 
Autumn and Winter. How many fewer days?

• Australian beat Scotland in rugby last week with a score of 23 against Scotland’s 22. If a try is worth 5 points 
and Australian scored two tries, how many points did the Aussies get from conversions and penalties?

vocabulary

vocabulary

vocabulary

Cultural 
understanding

irrelevance

Cultural 
understanding

Cultural 
understanding

Cultural 
understanding



Strategies to assist

If you are responsible for writing or have input 
into writing Maths problems – carefully consider 
concepts, vocabulary and syntax of the word 
problem

• Does that particular example need to be 
used? (eg cricket)

• Is the problem clearly expressed? (straight 
to the point, clear use of linkers and 
sentences that are not overly long)

• Consider the cultural aspects – universality 
of concepts, previous exposure to concepts 
(eg using a deck of cards in class)



Strategies to assist

If questions are set         develop other 
strategies to the question

•Unpacking the question

•Ignoring unimportant information

•Using context clues   



Examples

• In Twenty20 Cricket 
last Sunday, James 
Pattinson scored 137 
runs off 64 balls. 
Cameron White holds 
the record. He scored 
143 runs off 63 balls. 
Find the difference in 
average runs per 
delivery.

• In Sydney, a 
charity called 
“Abseil for Youth” 
asks young people 
to abseil down the 
side of a 33 storey, 
135 metre tall 
building. If $10 is 
donated for each 
storey climbed 
down, how much 
would that be per 
metre?

• Australian beat 
Scotland in rugby last 
week with a score of 
23 against Scotland’s 
22. If a try is worth 5 
points and Australian 
scored two tries, how 
many points did the 
Aussies get from 
conversions and 
penalties?

Can these questions be answered without knowing all the details?
• Ask students to underline or highlight important information.
• Ask students to answer (orally or in writing) what is the question 

asking you to do
Do this together with students – ‘think aloud’ – prior to students 
doing it independently



Context Clues • Context clues are 
bits of information 
from the text that, 
when combined 
with prior 
knowledge, allow 
the reader to 
decide the 
meaning of 
unknown words in 
the text

• Teach students 
EXPLICIT 
strategies to 
work with 
context clues

• Use ‘think-
aloud’ process



Types of 
Context Clues

• Re-read

• Read on

• Direct definition context clues

• List of words

• Base or root words

• Cause and Effect

• Synonym context clues/Antonym context clues

• Comparisons and contrasts



Example

• In Sydney, a charity called “Abseil for 
Youth” asks young people to abseil down 
the side of a 33 storey, 135 metre tall 
building. If $10 is donated for each storey 
climbed down, how much would that be 
per metre?

Think aloud:

“I need to look before, at, and after the 
unfamiliar word abseil. The problem uses 
words like ‘down the side’, ‘tall’ ‘climbed 
down’ Then I need to predict what the 
word might mean by substituting other 
words that could make sense in the 
sentence, like climbing. 



Direct Definition

After a time, glaciers, or slowly moving rivers of ice, formed over 
many parts of the Earth.

In this sentence the phrase “slowly moving rivers of ice” tell us what glaciers are.

Teach students to look for clues like 
commas, brackets and dashes which 
often indicate the definition of a word 
in a text.



List of words

• My mum always forces us to eat carrots, potatoes and brussel sprouts at dinner time.

Most people will know that carrots and potatoes are vegetables. This tells us that 
brussel sprouts are probably also a vegetable.

• Australian beat Scotland in rugby last week with a score of 23 against Scotland’s 22. If a 
try is worth 5 points and Australian scored two tries, how many points did the Aussies 
get from conversions and penalties?

Listing tries, conversions and penalties as all contributing points , students may be able 
to work out the these are just other moves which help a team to score points.



Controversial topic - translation

My students use a 
dictionary in the 
classroom

I encourage 
them to 
translate 
everything

This may be tempting does 

it really help students?
Translation …
• Becomes a ‘crutch’
• Stops students learning to 

communicate in L2
• Makes them fall behind
• One-to-one translation ignores 

idiomatic expressions/whole 
meaning

• May not be understood in L1



translanguaging

Don’t ignore L1 but consider to 
best use it in the classroom
• Reinforce using dictionaries for key 

words rather than word by word
• Provide opportunities (eg group 

work, individual work) to use 
dictionary for key terms

• Use captions/subtitles in videos
• Allow students from similar 

language background to explain 
during group work/individual work

• Part of daily revision at home



writing

A few tips …

• Expect errors – it’s part of 
the writing process

• Focus on meaning rather 
than accuracy in the first 
instance

• Provide lots of 
opportunities to engage in 
writing – short or extended



RECEPTION

STRATEGIES  TO 
FACILITATE WRITING

PRODUCTION

RECEPTION

PRODUCTION



STRATEGIES TO FACILITATE WRITING

CREATE OPPORTUNITIES TO EMBED WRITING
• Use scaffolding to practise

• Impromptu writing



Sc
af

fo
ld

in
g

•Sentence frames (walls, cards, 
support mats, whiteboard)

•Sentence starters

Sentence 
level (oral 

and written)

•Graphic organisers

•Writing frames/outlines/generic 
structure

•Dictogloss

•Sentence starters

Extended 
text level



Sentence frames

= A sentence pattern with the 
beginning of an idea and a 
transition to another related idea 
(develops skill of elaborating)

• Helps guide thinking

• Practise use of subject-specific 
language (shift from social 
language to subject specific)

• Practice accurate sentence 
construction

https://studylib.net/doc/25224890/claimevidencereasoningstudentreferencesheetngss

https://studylib.net/doc/25224890/claimevidencereasoningstudentreferencesheetngss


Scaffolding

More scaffolding

framework



Now, how would you write a paragraph to 
answer the following question?

What was 
home life 
like before 

the IR?

What was 
work life 

like before 
the IR?

How did people’s lives change during the 

Industrial Revolution (IR)?

What changes 

occurred at 

home?

What changes 

occurred at 

work?

What was 
home life 
like during 

the IR?

What was 
work life 

like during 
the IR? 



Multi-skill activities - Dictogloss

Process

• Teacher reads a short text related 
to content

• Students write down key words 
or phrases with spaces to indicate 
missing text

• In pairs or groups, students 
collectively attempt to 
reconstruct the text

• Compare student text to original

Benefits

• Challenging for all students

• Reinforces key concepts and 
vocabulary

• Allows students to move from 
receptive to productive mode

• By working collectively, 
students learn from peers



Impromptu writing

• Look for opportunities to include a 
writing activity as part of learning 
experiences

• Does not need a lot of preparation
• Quick way to check for 

understanding
• Move students from receptive to 

productive mode
• Can be used as a diagnostic tool
• Prepares students for exam 

situations 

benefits



Examples

• Following a teaching sequence, 
video, teacher explanation …

“ok, now I am giving you 5 (or 10, or 
?) minutes. 

• Write a quick paragraph explaining 
the differences between 
sedimentary and metamorphic 
rocks.”

• Write a short paragraph explaining 
how the poet has shown sadness in 
the poem.”

etc …

• Following a group activity or 
graphic organiser …

“ok, now I am giving you 5 (or 10, or 
?) minutes.

• Write a summary of what your 
group discussed about whether 
Lady Macbeth was guilty or not.

• Write a paragraph using the 
information from your Venn 
Diagram/retrieval chart/flowchart to 
describe the …./explain the …”



Importance of models and deconstruction

Every subject has subject-specific ways of writing:

“Within curriculum, each content area has its own language or 
communicative functions (Schleppegrell, 2004) and each of these 
functions is related to a set of grammatical rules and organizational 
patterns (Gottlieb, 2013, p. 49).” (Huynh, 2017)

• Cannot expect students to know how to write subject-specific 
text types without explicit teaching

• Consider whether a particular text type is necessary …. Do you 
really need a student to write a feature article to demonstrate 
their understanding of astrophysics?

Gottlieb, M. (2013). Essential Actions: A Handbook for Implementing 

WIDA’s Framework for English Language Development Standards. Madison: Board 

of Regents of the U of Wisconsin System.

Schleppegrell, M. J. (2004). e language of schooling: A functional linguistics 
perspective. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.





Language focus



Explain and show, 
rather than tell.

Don’t just ...

-The Topic Sentence gives the 
main idea of the paragraph

Do ...
- The topic sentence = 

topic + controlling idea/focus

http://www.slideshare.net/GEMalone/methods-for-writing-topic-sentences-presentation

http://www.slideshare.net/GEMalone/methods-for-writing-topic-sentences-presentation


Working towards Accuracy 

Subject Verb Object

Farmers produced more meat and wool.

Many people moved to the cities for work.

Soil on farms improved due to crop rotation.

Participant Process Circumstance/Participant

Farmers produced more meat and wool.

Many people moved to the cities for work.

Soil on farms improved due to crop rotation.

• Focus on communication rather than grammatical accuracy
• Embed language activities as part of learning experiences

– stand-alone activities are ineffective (students don’t transfer skills 

effectively)

Grammar 
Grids



Sentence level 
practice



Nominal group (Noun Group)

NOMINAL GROUP

pre-modification (general specific) key noun post-
modification

Pointer Numerative Describer/s Classifier/s Thing Qualifiers

Which one are 
you pointing to?

How many or 
how much?

What’s it like? What kind is it? What are we 
talking about?

Which one in 
particular?

The nine big, red automatic cars parked outside

The four smaller terrestrial planets closest to the sun



Register Appropriateness
•Academic 

success 
contingent on 
appropriate 
register

•Links to 
vocabulary and 
grammar 

• Explicitly taught

• Labelled 

• Repeatedly referred to

• Practised 

• Use humour – develop 
understanding through 
creating connections 
and engagement



Field (What?)

Tenor (Who?)

Mode (How?)

REGISTER CONTINUUM

Everyday What is it about?

Spoken

Relationship between 
author/reader

Everyday

Written or spoken Written

Formal

Everyday

Informal

Technical



Writing
Explicit 

unpacking of 
question/task

Model Deconstruction

Focus/practise 
specific structures

joint 
construction

Scaffolding 
(graphic 

organiser, 
leading 

questions, 
sentence 
starters)

Drafting and 
specific feedback

final



At feedback stage
• ‘find a better word’
• ‘Fix this’
• teach the structure/vocabulary



Correction Code:
Use a correction code to help 
students develop the skill of 
self-editing their writing:

Why would u kill person who 

was most loyal to you? Why 

would you betrayed me and kill 

me. 

art



How to use these strategies

Not stand-alone strategies

Look for opportunities within teaching sequence

Embedded and contextualised



Strategies 
overview – in 

a nutshell

• Plan – backward map so there are no surprises

• Identify the language demands of the curriculum

• Use preparation phase to develop language and 
concepts

• Move beyond verbal to full range of modes

• Make the abstract curriculum more concrete

• Move towards an interactive and collaborative 
classroom

• Provide models

• Provide opportunities for exploratory talk

• Provide timely, formative feedback

• Reflect



Where to from here?

I will …


